Logical Fallacies:

An Introduction



Logical Fallacies

 An intentional or unintentional error in
reasoning, poor logic, or a failure to prove the
conclusion

* |Itis important to be able to recognize logical
fallacies to avoid being exploited or swindled by
writers or speakers who want your money, your
voice, or your vote.

— Many times used by politicians, celebrities, public
figure (you will see just how common they are)
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Slippery Slope:

If one step is taken, other
steps will follow, usually
taken to extremes.
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- "& _ Circular Reasoning:
® e © Arguments that go in a

FAITH-BASED CONNECT-THE- circle, have no foundation

http://www.secularhumanism.org
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a 9GAG is your best source of fun.
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== When only two
options/solutions are
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see live?
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Straw Man:
Refuting an argument
by weakening or
misrepresenting it




Hasty Generalization:

Making a conclusion
based on little evidence
or experience

The two weightlifters | have met both tepk sterblds

Therefore: N -
All weightlifters take'steroids™ ' ' "

MischonAia
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Bandwagon Appeal:

Using the popularity of a
belief as evidence of its |

truthfulness
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Why did you
come home an hour
late for dinner, when |
told you to be home
on time?

You're always
picking
on me.

Red Herring:
Redirecting the argument
to another issue, avoiding
the question



Logical Fallacies

It is my contention
that The Flying

Spaghetti Monster
does exist!

> ' 7 What evidence N
1 : do you have
- to support such

N\ an assernon‘?

Oh there is\\
plenty of
evidence; it is
all around

at how I am
standing on
one leg!

Red Herrmg



Ad Hominem:
Attacking your opponent
instead of responding to
the argument

Can we let a shrimp like this run our great country?



Logical Fallacies

We share many
genetic characteristics
with ducks because
we have evolved from
a common ancestor.

You're
close-minded
and stupid and you
eat corn! You don’t
know anything!
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Video from class:

INFO: What is logic and what is broken logic?

INFO: The Gambler’s fallacy:

Logical Fallacies in the media (Try to guess which
fallacy is used!):

Funny student video about fallacies in commercials:
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Test Yourself

e Can you identify the logical fallacy that is
used? (There may be some fallacies you
haven’t seen. Use this website to learn about
more logical fallacies:
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