FERAL CHILDREN

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=STn3bpTTU6c
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x8fyzc_is-it-real-feral-children-1of-5_webcam
The following transcriptions have been taken from the video. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word, answer the true or false statements, and match the vocabulary with their definitions.

[3:51] The word feral has many different meanings. But here we’re using it in the sense of children who either reared themselves without human companionship or more likely were reared by some form of animal. Dr. Douglas Candland has studied the phenomenon of feral children and their alleged interactions with wild animals. He’s examined hundreds of reported cases and says that most rely on eyewitness accounts that have certain elements in common. The child also had no recognizable speech; the child did not like to eat cook food, the child walked on all fours, so quite properly the people were saying, “This is a wild child.”

[4:44] One of the most compelling cases in modern history comes from Kampala in Uganda. Kampala is home to over 1 million people, who like most city dwellers, face a sometimes difficult commute to work. But one wrong turn on these dusty roads can lead to one of the world’s biggest jungle. Two hours south of Kampala, on the edge of Africa’s untamed forest, lies Bombo village. It was here, in 1991, that a remarkable story emerged. A woman walking through the African brush one day startled by a group of vervet monkeys chattering in the trees. The monkeys were a common sight on the outskirts of the village, often stealing food and bothering the locals. But as the woman watched them, she caught a glimpse of something that terrified her: a dog form crouching in the branches. The creature that caught her to run was a human boy. Later, when the woman realized what she had seen, she went back into the jungle and brought the child home. News of the strange boy quickly spread. The local villagers felt sorry for him, but they weren’t quite sure what they were seeing. Everybody came to see the new boy, who had hair all over and he had no toe; the toe was bitten by monkeys. Children from the village were called but when the boy first arrived, he was as wild as an animal. He would scratch you like you are not a human being. You know like how a cat does? He would scratch you like a cat. They decided that the boy must have been in the forest for a while. Apparently, he hated to be kept indoors, wouldn’t eat cooked food, and didn’t like to wear clothes, and he wouldn’t or couldn’t talk, but the boy did seem to be able to communicate with the vervets and even moved like a monkey. He was moving like this, just like a monkey. Before long, locals were calling him a real life Tarzan, the fictional boy who grew up in a jungle. Whoooaah-Whoooah! People were wondering what kind of…what kind of guy is this? It was really amazing to see a guy making a noise of an animal. So who was this mysterious wild child? Local authorities eventually identified him as John Ssebunya, a 4-year-old that had gone missing from a nearby village a year earlier. To this day, the villagers believe it was the monkeys that helped this defenseless child to survive alone in the wild. It’s a romantic notion, but is this really what happened? Perhaps the only way to find out for sure is to ask John Ssebunya himself what he remembers. 
[17:35] Although the facts of his early childhood are unclear, it appears that the boy was deprived of human contact for a period of 6 months and a year. When the young child was brought out of the jungle and into the Ugandan village as a frightened wild boy, he too had trouble making himself understood. When he was annoyed, he used to make a lot of noise, crying like…crying like a...like an animal! Kaw kaw kaw kaw ka-kaw. His behavior was weird; different from ours and they wanted to know how is…how is this boy communicating. He never knew how to speak really. So did John ever learn how to speak? But if so, what did he reveal about his time alone in the jungle?
 No one seemed to know exactly how long John Ssebunya lived in the Ugandan wilderness before he was rescued, but what is clear that during that time and isolated from all human contact, he apparently lost the ability to communicate with people. Shortly after John was rescued by the village woman, he was taken to an orphanage run by a Ugandan couple. Molly and Paul Wasswa, who at any given time, had up to one thousand children in their care, but Molly admits that John was different from all the other children. She recalls the villager’s first impression of him. People were surrounding him. It looked like some people wanted to have a look at him and laughing at him and thinking that he is a monkey boy. They told him he is half human and half animal. At first Molly found the idea of keeping John in her household shocking. I said, “Oh my God!” I told my husband, “Why have you brought such a person?” I said, “This thing will snatch our baby and run away with it!” But Molly’s husband, Paul, saw something special in John. He was convincing everyone in the home that this boy will become somebody. It didn’t take long for him to convince Molly. I came back to my senses; I said, “I must look after him like my own.” Molly tried to track down the boy’s family. There were a number of stories circulating around the village about his parents and eventually Molly gathered enough information to piece together John’s story. It all began in this house – now abandoned. The mother had died, so the stepmother used to mistreat him and someone also said that the stepmother might have used some African chants to bewitch him and he had to run away from home. Just 4-years-old, John left his house and ran into the darkness of the jungle. Molly believes that it was here - nestled among the trees, alone and helpless – that John came face to face with the vervet monkeys. But as frightening as that experience must have been for John, running away from home was the beginning of a new life. Twelve years later, John Ssebunya is living happily with his new family. Now 17-years-old, he still lives at the orphanage, but as the adopted son of Molly and Paul. In many ways, John’s like any other teenage boy; he hangs out with his friends and he’s mad about sport. In the years since he left the jungle, he’s made tremendous progress but to this day he has trouble learning. John functions at a kindergarten level and he speaks and understands only a little Ugandan and English, but in other ways John had excelled. His love of running led Molly and Paul to enter him in the Special Olympics and this has now become a passion. One of the key people in John’s life is Solomon M. Waver, who acts like his big brother and mentor. Over the years, Solomon has learned to interpret John’s broken language. John has become used to the urban world of Kampala but we asked Solomon to bring back John to the place where he was first found to see if he remembers anything about his time in the wild. John’s a bit nervous but there’s one thing he remembers clearly. Well, we are here with John and he’s been trying to explain to me that this used to be his home. This was the very tree where he was found but it was a bit short when he could climb it. So this is the very tree where he was found. Solomon asks what else John remembers. John remembers more of the young monkeys, the small monkeys. He says that most of the time during the time they was spending that time and eat; they were eating whatever they had. John says that when he was with the small monkeys, they used to hide and each one had to go and look for another, so they were playing. It was kind of their game that they used to do. (…) Eating and playing are what we might expect of the memories of a 4-year-old child, but are these memories real? And would monkeys that encounter a young child in the woods really take care of him? (…)
[29:40 Part 4] In the early 1990s, a story emerged from the Ukraine of a young girl living on a run down farm. Her name was Oxana Malaya and she was apparently raised by dogs. According to this Russian television report, Oxana was 3-years-old when her alcoholic parents first left her outside with the dogs. For five years she slept in a kennel and lived like a dog: running on all fours, barking, and eating like her canine companions. Two observers had seen as though the young girl had turned to the dogs for affection when her abusive parents failed her. Dr. Charles Nelson III, a professor of Pediatrics at Harvard Medical School, believes they could be right. It may be that we humans are genetically programmed to seek affection or at the very least, a stable relationship with another living thing. (…) [31:29] Oxana was finally rescued at the age of thirteen and placed in a foster home but what affect does this kind of extreme experience have on a child? (…) [32:39] From the age of three, Oxana was exposed to predominantly canine experiences and as a result, she learned to act and respond like a dog. [33:19/ 4:00] But despite the appalling treatment she received from her parents, Oxana appears to have adjusted to her new environment. This 2001 interview on Russian television demonstrates that she’s learned to speak. What makes you most happy? I like to run around like a dog, to bark, and howl. Why? It is my nature. 

FERAL CHILDREN. NAME AND SURNAME: 
a) Fill in the blanks.
1. John Ssebunya was found in ___________ village. 

2. _____________ are a common sight in the village.

3. _____________ was raised by dogs, and later learned to ________ and ______ like them.

4. One of the key people in John’s life: _________________, who acts like his big brother and mentor.

5. The locals used to call John “___________________.”

b) True/False

6.  Oxana prefers her new environment and does not like to behave like a dog. T      F

7. In these cases, the word feral means children who cared for themselves without humans or who were cared for by animals. T   F

8. In the beginning, Molly was receptive and not hesitant of the idea of having John in her household. T   F

9. According to Oxana, her nature is that of a dog. T   F

10. One discovery of the boy, John, was the absence of one of his fingers. T   F

c)Match the vocabulary with their definitions:
11. Wilderness




a. a residential institution for the care of orphans

12. Isolated




b. wild

13. Abandoned 
c. an uncultivated, uninhabited region

14. Abusive





d. far away from other people

15. Untamed





e. remaining empty or unused

16. Deprived





f. without defense or protection

17. Defenseless





g. to bring up or care for

18. Rear





h. cast a spell on

19. Bewitch 





i. extremely offensive and insulting

20. Orphanage 
j. deny the possession of use of something
