FERAL CHILDREN
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INTRODUCTION.

Feral children are children who have grown up completely alone and only with a little contact with humans. They could have been raised by animals or have survived some way in nature. In some cases, children who have been severely neglected, closed off, and deprived of all social contact. 

Feral children are children who have spent much of their formative years in the wild, without any contact with other humans for a significant period of their lives. Cases of feral children are thankfully rare, but are of immense interest from a scientific and educational point of view. Feral children provide data which help to answer a number of questions:

· How close is human nature to the nature of an animal?

· What aspects of human nature are genetic, and what aspects are learned?

· What does consciousness mean?

· Could we learn how to speak to animals, or could we teach animals to speak to humans?
QUESTIONS.

1. Each student should look for information about a wild child from the following list: Amala y Kamala, Genie; Kaspar Hauser; Marie Angélique Memmie LeBlanc; Victor von Aveyron; Oxana Malaya; Joseph, the Lithuanian bear boy. 
2. Clarify the existing differences between isolated children, closed off children and children who have been raised by animals. Give examples.

3. t what age were the feral children separated from human contact?

4. During their social isolation, who (or what) did these children spend their formative years with? Did they develop "normal" human behaviors and language? If not, what or whom did they pattern their language and behavior after?

5. How were these characters reintroduced to human contact? Were they happy to be rescued? Was this an easy transition for them? Did they ever fit in totally? Did they ever wish to be back in their previous wild setting?

6. What did they gain from human contact? What did they lose? Did THEY feel they were better off for regaining human contact? Do YOU feel they were better off? Explain your answers.

7. Does "wild" equate with "barbaric"? How about "civilized" with "noble"? Who were the barbaric characters and which side(s) (wild or civilized) were they on? Who were the noble characters and which side(s) were they on?

8. What does it mean to be human? Do you consider the feral children to be human?

Explain your answers.
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THE BIG QUESTION:  What are we? Nature or culture? Write an essay about this topic.

LINKS

A) In spanish:

· http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ni%C3%B1o_salvaje
· http://www.slideshare.net/manusoci/nios-salvajes-presentation
· http://www.elmundo.es/magazine/2003/186/1050488543.html
· http://www.uhu.es/cine.educacion/cineyeducacion/temaspequenosalvaje.htm#Lectura:%20Los%20ni%C3%B1os%20salvajes:%20%C2%BFMito%20o%20realidad
· http://www.elpais.com/articulo/reportajes/hermana/Mowgli/elpepusocdmg/20070128elpdmgrep_5/Tes
B) In english:

· http://www.slideshare.net/zmiers/2-feralchildren-presentation
· http://feralchildren.info/
· http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2002/jan/19/extract
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feral_children
· http://h2g2.com/dna/h2g2/alabaster/A269840/
LISTENING: Feral children –Is it real? National Geographic Channel.

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=STn3bpTTU6c
· http://channel.nationalgeographic.com/channel/videos/feral-children/  (3’14, trailer).
· http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x8fyzc_is-it-real-feral-children-1of-5_webcam (9’14).
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